
Basic Videography Checklist 
Spring 2008 

 
 

• Shooting script & shot breakdown plan 
• Scout shooting location for day, time, activity, lighting, audio 

quality 
• Camera – 3 day loan from Burke Rm 328 3:30 – 8:00 pm  
• Charged batteries 
• New Mini-DV Tapes 
• Tripod – is necessary for any shot held longer than 1 min 
• Lights? – flashlight, china ball, etc 
• Microphone? – loaner mics or M-audio units 
• Check Camera Mode before shooting 
• Check audio levels before shooting – without Mic, camera 

should be no more than 3 feet from audio source 
• Set audio to 16 bit before shooting 
• Wipe lens with lens paper before shooting 
• Compose frame to account for subject movement, focus, and 

basic dynamic composition rules.  Rule of thirds, leading 
line, establishment etc. 
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Three Point Lighting

From Ben Long and Sonja Schenk, 2002. The Digital Filmmaking 
Handbook.  pp 112-113. 
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Size is 
relative 

… to lens 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Focal Length - distance between the lens and subject 

 

Instructional Technology Services   Janet Simons     2008  



 

 

Camera Angles  
From Ben Long and Sonja Schenk, 
2002. The Digital Filmmaking 
Handbook.  p 93. 

 


